
Worcester County Board of License Commissioners 
Open Meetings Act Minutes 

June 18, 2025 

Time: 1:00 p.m.  
Location:  Worcester County Governmental Center, Board Room, Room 1102 

Attendance: Staff: 
License Commissioners: Thomas K. Coates, Esquire 
William E. Esham, Jr. Hank Fisher, III, Esquire 
R. Charles Nichols April R. Payne, Liquor License Administrator 
Marty Pusey Kelly Henry, Technical Services Manager 

I. Call to Order

II. Administrative Matters
Review and Approval of Minutes, May 21, 2025, the Board of License Commissioners
reviewed the minutes, and a motion was made by Commissioner Nichols, seconded by
Commissioner Pusey and carried unanimously to approve the minutes as submitted.

III. Open Session

IV. Adjournment



WORCESTER COUNTY BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES FOR PIZZA MAMBO - NEW 

JUNE 18, 2025 
Members Present: William E. Esham, Jr., Chairman X R. Charles Nichols X Marty W. Pusey X 

Alternate Board Member:  
Staff Present: April Payne, Administrator X Ian Cameron, Inspector  

Thomas K. Coates, Esq., Board Attorney X Alternate Board Attorney: 
Name: Hank Fisher, III 

X 

Donna Hughes, Liquor License Specialist  Kelly Henry, Technical Services Manager X 
Alternate Liquor License Assistant: Valarie Dawson, Court Reporter X 
License #: NEW Hearing Date: June 18, 2025 Time Hearing Started: 1:05 P.M. 
Class: “B” Type: B/W/L Day: 7 Day 
For: OC Kasyan, LLC T/A: Pizza Mambo Address: 7111 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 
New Application: X Yes Transfer:   Yes Meeting:   Yes Violation:   Yes 
Items to be discussed: Application for Class “B” B/W/L 7 Day License 
Applicants: X Licensees:  Representative: 
1. Mark S. Mayers Mark S. Cropper, Esquire 
Witnesses: Protestants: 
1. 1. 
Exhibits: Exhibits: 
1. Applicants’ Exhibit #1 – Site Plan 1. 
2. Applicants’ Exhibit #2 – Sign “See Hostess for seating” 2. 
3. Applicants’ Exhibit #3 – Sign “Exit Only” 3. 
Hearing Minutes: The applicant, accompanied by his attorney Mark Cropper, Esquire, appeared before the Board to 
present an application for the transfer of a Class “B” Beer/Wine/Liquor (B/W/L) 7-Day License. The applicant was sworn 
in. Cropper introduced himself to the Board as legal counsel representing Mark Mayers. Cropper noted that the 
application included a copy of the sublease and documentation of the business entity. He explained that Mayers will be 
the sole operator and manager of the restaurant, which previously operated as OCM Crabs. The new business, Pizza 
Mambo, will primarily serve Italian cuisine, offering both dine-in and take-out service. Mayers has approximately 40 
years of experience in the bar and restaurant industry, having previously managed establishments for the Harrison 
Group. He has been semi-retired for the past three and a half years. Cropper submitted into evidence Applicant’s Exhibit 
#1 – the site plan. He stated that the restaurant will have 70 indoor dining seats, 54 outdoor seats, and 8 bar stools in 
the outside area, along with a designated carry-out section. He described two ingress/egress points and explained that 
the intention is for all customers to enter and exit through the indoor area. The outdoor deck will be gated, and the four 
gated exits are to be used for emergency purposes only. Regarding the carry-out area, Cropper stated that there will be 
a cooler with Italian food items, and the applicant is requesting permission for off-sale of B/W/L to-go, if approved by 
the Board. The business plans to employ approximately 60 staff members, including up to 10 managers such as chef 
managers and hostess managers. Mayers is TIPS/TAMS certified. Cropper noted that the previous licensee had 
permission for live entertainment both indoors and outdoors three days per week, limited to a maximum of three 
performers, from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM. The setup included 12 outdoor speakers. There was no use of a disc jockey or 
games. The applicant wishes to retain the same restrictions. Commissioner Nichols remarked that signage would be 
needed for the gated exits. Cropper then submitted Applicant’s Exhibit #2 – a sign reading “See Hostess for Seating,” and 
Applicant’s Exhibit #3 – a sign reading “Exit Only.” Mayers added that the patio is covered. Commissioner Pusey asked 
about hours of operation and whether food would be served after 2:00 AM. Mayers responded that carry-out service 
may continue until 3:00 AM, depending on demand, as late-night hours are typically busier. 

There were no further questions from the Board. Commissioner Pusey tentatively approved the application, pending any 
required documentation, which was seconded by Commissioner Nichols. The motion passed. 
Motion: 1st Pusey 2nd Nichols Approved: X Yes  No 
Restrictions: SAME RESTRICTIONS - SITE INSPECTION REQUIRED UPON COMPLETION 
Time Hearing Ended: 1:20 P.M. 



WORCESTER COUNTY BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES FOR PICKLES PUB – LICENSE #392 

JUNE 18, 2025 
 

Members Present: William E. Esham, Jr., Chairman  X R. Charles Nichols X Marty W. Pusey X 
 Alternate Board Member:    
Staff Present: April Payne, Administrator X Ian Cameron, Inspector  
 Thomas K. Coates, Esq., Board Attorney X Alternate Board Attorney: 

Name: Hank Fisher, III 
X 

 Donna Hughes, Liquor License Specialist  Kelly Henry, Technical Services Manager X 
Alternate Liquor License Assistant: Valarie Dawson, Court Reporter X 
License #: 392 Hearing Date: June 18, 2025 Time Hearing Started: 1:22 P.M. 
Class: “D” Type: B/W/L Day: 7 Day 
For: Pickles Pub of OC, LLC T/A: Pickles Pub Address: 706 N. Philadelphia Avenue, Ocean City 
New Application:   Yes Transfer:   Yes Meeting: X  Yes Violation:   Yes 
Items to be discussed: Request to increase the size of the bar and restaurant. Request to add four pool tables and 15 
arcade games. Request to add a section for alcoholic beverage storage. 
Applicants:  Licensees: X Representative: 
1. Justin M. Acita Spencer Cropper, Esquire 
Witnesses: Protestants: 
1. Michael Cranner 1.  
Exhibits: Exhibits: 
1. Applicants’ Exhibit #1 – Nine Page Layout of the 

Property and Seating Chart 
1.  

Hearing Minutes: The applicant, accompanied by his attorney Spencer Cropper, Esquire, appeared before the Board with 
a request to increase the size of the bar and restaurant, to add four pool tables and fifteen arcade games, and to create 
a designated area for alcoholic beverage storage. The applicant was sworn in. Cropper introduced himself to the Board 
as representing Juan Acita, owner of Pickles Pub. Acita has owned and operated Pickles Pub for nearly eleven years with 
no prior violations. The expansion request involves the unit located immediately north of the existing premises. Acita 
explained that the expansion is intended to create a game area and alleviate congestion in the main dining area, as there 
is customer demand for additional pool tables. If approved, the expansion would cover approximately 1,750 square feet 
and would include four pool tables, fifteen arcade games, and twelve additional seats. Cropper noted that the lease for 
the adjoining space was executed prior to the hearing. Cropper asked Cranner, Director of Operations for Pickles Pub, to 
explain how the current space is configured and how the expansion would be integrated. Cranner stated that two areas 
of the current layout frequently experience congestion—near the music area and at the point of entry. With the 
proposed expansion, tables and seating will be rearranged to improve customer flow and overall experience. The 
additional space will also provide staff with more room to operate efficiently. A window will be installed on the north 
end of the current Pickles Pub to connect the two units. Cropper submitted Applicant’s Exhibit #1 – a layout of the 
property and seating chart – into evidence. Commissioner Nichols asked who owns the arcade games. Cranner 
responded that a third-party company owns and maintains the machines, and revenue is shared between the company 
and Pickles Pub. Commissioner Pusey asked whether the expansion would use the same entry point currently in place. 
Cropper confirmed that the same main entrance will be used, and that the additional doors will function strictly as 
emergency exits. 
 
There were no further questions from the Board. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the request, which 
was seconded by Commissioner Pusey. The motion carried. 
Motion: 1st Nichols 2nd Pusey Approved: X Yes  No 
Restrictions: SITE INSPECTION REQUIRED UPON COMPLETION 
Time Hearing Ended: 1:35 P.M. 

 



WORCESTER COUNTY BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES FOR MILA’S CAFÉ - NEW 

JUNE 18, 2025 
Members Present: William E. Esham, Jr., Chairman  X R. Charles Nichols X Marty W. Pusey X 
 Alternate Board Member:    
Staff Present: April Payne, Administrator X Ian Cameron, Inspector  
 Thomas K. Coates, Esq., Board Attorney X Alternate Board Attorney: 

Name: Hank Fisher, III 
X 

 Donna Hughes, Liquor License Specialist  Kelly Henry, Technical Services Manager X 
Alternate Liquor License Assistant: Valarie Dawson, Court Reporter X 
License #: NEW Hearing Date: June 18, 2025 Time Hearing Started: 1:37 P.M. 
Class: “B” Type: B/W/L Day: 7 Day 
For: Mila’s Café, LLC T/A: Mila’s Café Address: 11604 Coastal Highway, Unit 101, 

Ocean City 
New Application: X  Yes Transfer:   Yes Meeting:   Yes Violation:   

Yes 
Items to be discussed: Application for Class “B” B/W/L 7 Day License 
Applicants: X Licensees:  Representative: 
1. Lynn T. Lilliston Hugh Cropper, Esquire 
2. Shaun A. Bauer  
Witnesses: Protestants: 
1.  1.  
Exhibits: Exhibits: 
1. Applicants’ Exhibit #1 – Packet of Business Plan  1.  
2. Applicants’ Exhibit #2 – Google Maps   2.  
Hearing Minutes: The applicants, accompanied by their attorney Hugh Cropper, Esquire, appeared before the Board with an 
application for a Class “B” Beer/Wine/Liquor (B/W/L) 7-Day License. The applicants were sworn in. Cropper introduced himself to 
the Board as representing Bauer and Lilliston. Cropper began by introducing Bauer, who will be the 99% owner of the business. 
Bauer has twelve years of experience in the bar and restaurant industry. The concept for the property is a “coffee and cocktails” 
establishment, offering coffee service in the mornings and cocktails in the afternoons. Cropper submitted Applicant’s Exhibit #1 – 
a packet containing the business plan and menu. He noted that the anticipated clientele will primarily be residents of the adjoining 
condominium building. The space includes seating for 75 patrons. Cropper then submitted Applicant’s Exhibit #2 – Google Maps 
images showing the location of parking and access to the building. He also noted that this location has held prior licenses in the 
past. Lilliston is proposed as the qualified resident agent for the license. Commissioner Esham inquired whether the deck area of 
the condominium is included in the lease. Coates noted that the lease only references Unit 101 and does not include the deck 
area. Coates clarified that the deck would require a separate lease agreement with the Homeowners Association (HOA), not with 
the landlord. Cropper stated that the HOA is willing to lease the deck space. Cropper explained that alcohol service will be limited 
to the dining area, and any other exits would be gated. The space still allows access to the stairs and condominium units if 
necessary. Administrator Payne expressed concern about creating non-continuous licensed premises. Coates recommended 
licensing only Unit 101, as described in the lease presented today, and suggested the applicants could return later to request an 
expansion once a clear site plan and lease for the deck are available. Commissioner Esham agreed that this approach would be 
the safest and most appropriate, consistent with Administrator Payne's recommendation. Bauer proposed placing a mobile service 
bar on the deck to avoid transporting alcohol through unlicensed areas. Commissioner Nichols asked whether Mr. Ramadan owns 
the unit the applicants intend to lease. The applicants confirmed that he does. Coates added that Ramadan and his investment 
group are the owners of the unit and that the lease appears to be in order. Commissioner Esham requested confirmation that the 
lease does not include a clause granting Ramadan a percentage of the food or alcohol revenue. Cropper affirmed that this is not 
stipulated in the lease. Cropper formally amended the application to include only Unit 101, as specified in the lease and detailed 
in Applicant’s Exhibit the business plan packet. Commissioner Nichols made a motion to grant the license, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Pusey. The motion carried. 
Motion: 1st Nichols 2nd Pusey  Approved: X Yes  No 
Restrictions: NO LIVE ENTERTIANMENT, NO POOL TABLES ALLOWED, NO GAMES ALLOWED, NO OFF SALE - SITE 
INSPECTION REQUIRED UPON COMPLETION 
Time Hearing Ended: 1:55 P.M. 

 



WORCESTER COUNTY BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES FOR SELLO’S OVEN AND BAR – LICENSE #826 

JUNE 18, 2025 
 

Members Present: William E. Esham, Jr., Chairman  X R. Charles Nichols X Marty W. Pusey X 
 Alternate Board Member:    
Staff Present: April Payne, Administrator X Ian Cameron, Inspector  
 Thomas K. Coates, Esq., Board Attorney X Alternate Board Attorney: 

Name: Hank Fisher, III 
X 

 Donna Hughes, Liquor License Specialist  Kelly Henry, Technical Services Manager X 
Alternate Liquor License Assistant: Valarie Dawson, Court Reporter X 
License #: 826 Hearing Date: June 18, 2025 Time Hearing Started: 1:57 P.M. 
Class: “B” Type: B/W/L Day: 7 Day 
For: Sello’s Inc. T/A: Sello’s Oven & Bar Address: 9802 Golf Course Road, Ocean City 

 
New Application:   Yes Transfer: X  Yes Meeting:   Yes Violation:   Yes 
Items to be discussed: Application for a Transfer of a Class “B” B/W/L 7 Day License 
Applicants: X Licensees:  Representative: 
1. Giovanni Tomasello Hugh Cropper, Esquire 
Witnesses: Protestants: 
1.  1.  
Exhibits: Exhibits: 
1.  1.  
Hearing Minutes: The applicant, accompanied by his attorney Hugh Cropper, Esquire, appeared before the Board with 
an application for the transfer of a Class “B” Beer/Wine/Liquor (B/W/L) 7-Day License. The applicant was sworn in. 
Cropper introduced himself to the Board as representing Giovanni Tomasello. Cropper explained that Tomasello 
originally built and operated Sello’s in 2015 and continued operations until 2020, just prior to the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic. He has since regained ownership of the property and is now applying for the transfer of the liquor license. 
Tomasello will be the 100% shareholder and serve as the resident agent. No questions were posed by the Board, and 
Tomasello stated no operational changes will occur. The business will be running exactly the same. 
 
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the transfer of the license, maintaining all restrictions from the 
previous licensee. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pusey. The motion carried. 
Motion: 1st Nichols 2nd Pusey Approved: X Yes  No 
Restrictions: SAME RESTRICTIONS  
Time Hearing Ended: 1:59 P.M. 

 



WORCESTER COUNTY BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES FOR BEACH BARRELS – LICENSE #821 

JUNE 18, 2025 

Members Present: William E. Esham, Jr., Chairman X R. Charles Nichols X Marty W. Pusey X 
Alternate Board Member:  

Staff Present: April Payne, Administrator X Ian Cameron, Inspector  
Thomas K. Coates, Esq., Board Attorney X Alternate Board Attorney: 

Name: Hank Fisher, III 
X 

Donna Hughes, Liquor License Specialist  Kelly Henry, Technical Services Manager X 
Alternate Liquor License Assistant: Valarie Dawson, Court Reporter X 
License #: 821 Hearing Date: June 18, 2025 Time Hearing Started: 1:59 P.M. 
Class: “B” Type: B/W/L Day: 7 Day 
For: Beach Barrels, LLC T/A: Beach Barrels Address: 43207 Coastal Highway, Ocean City 

New Application:   Yes Transfer:   Yes Meeting: X  Yes Violation:   Yes 
Items to be discussed: Request to increase amplified music restriction from four to five pieces. Request for a disc 
jockey a maximum of two days per week from 4 p.m. until 11 p.m., on condition that there will be no other amplified 
or non-amplified live entertainment at the same time. 
Applicants: X Licensees:  Representative: 
1. Deborah A McGrath Brian P. Cosby, Esquire 
Witnesses: Protestants: 
1. Steve Kollender – Sound Engineer 1. Howard Pollack
2. Randolph Witter 2. 
3. Doug Rupple – Local DJ 3. 
Exhibits: Exhibits: 
1. 1. Opponents’ Exhibit #1 – Letter of opposition from

Howard Pollack
Hearing Minutes: The applicant, accompanied by her attorney Brian Cosby, Esquire, appeared before the Board with 
two requests: (1) to increase the amplified music restriction from four to five pieces, and (2) to allow for a disc jockey up 
to two days per week from 4:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m., under the condition that no other amplified or non-amplified live 
entertainment would occur simultaneously. The applicant was sworn in. Cosby introduced himself to the Board as 
representing McGrath. McGrath explained that they have received frequent requests from bands who require five pieces 
to perform their full set. Additionally, they wish to have a DJ on nights when live bands are not performing, with no more 
than two DJ nights per week. She noted there have been no violations or noise complaints since their last appearance 
before the Board. Kollender, a sound engineer with over four years of experience, was present and stated that he is 
consistently on-site to monitor sound levels. Cosby acknowledged that noise has historically been a concern for nearby 
residents and emphasized that controlling volume is part of Kollender’s responsibility. Kollender described his approach 
to managing sound, referencing sound pressure levels and air displacement. His goal is to maintain volume levels that 
avoid hearing loss, allow for normal conversation within the venue, and prevent disturbances to neighbors. He noted 
that the majority of the clientele is over 50 years old, although younger patrons do attend occasionally. Cosby asked 
Kollender whether the addition of a fifth band member would significantly affect the volume. Kollender replied that it 
would not, explaining that volume control is not directly impacted by the number of instruments but rather by how 
individual components are managed. Rupple, a local DJ with 44 years of experience, spoke in support of the request. He 
stated that recent restrictions have negatively impacted his business and noted that he primarily plays music that appeals 
to the older local community. When asked by Cosby whether adding a DJ would benefit Beach Barrels, Rupple confirmed 
that it would, as the clientele would appreciate and enjoy that form of entertainment. Coates informed the Board that a 
letter of opposition was received from Pollack, a resident of a neighboring condominium. Pollack objected to the addition 
of a fifth performer but did not oppose the inclusion of a DJ. Cosby addressed the letter, noting that Pollack’s concern 
related to potential noise from additional performers. However, as previously explained by Kollender, the sound level 



WORCESTER COUNTY BOARD OF LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES FOR BEACH BARRELS – LICENSE #821 

JUNE 18, 2025 
 

would remain controlled regardless of the number of musicians. Commissioner Pusey asked if the garage-style entry 
remains open during performances. McGrath confirmed that the entrance is always closed when music is being played. 
Commissioner Pusey also inquired whether the fifth musician would typically be a drummer. Administrator Payne 
responded that drums are already permitted, and Kollender clarified that the fifth piece is usually a keyboard player. 
Commissioner Nichols asked how the venue plans to manage DJs. McGrath explained that they are selective in hiring, 
seeking DJs whose style aligns with their customer base. Commissioner Esham emphasized that DJs and live bands will 
not perform at the same time under any circumstances. He also noted, for the record, that all individuals who attended 
previous hearings regarding this request had been notified of the current hearing, and only Pollack submitted a response. 
Commissioner Pusey asked whether the applicants would consider reducing the DJ hours to end at 10:00 p.m. McGrath 
expressed a preference to keep the hours until 11:00 p.m. Commissioner Nichols clarified that the DJ would be permitted 
for up to two nights per week. Commissioner Esham concluded by noting that there have been no noise complaints or 
police reports in the past twelve months. 
 
Commissioner Nichols made a motion to approve the requests as presented, with all existing restrictions remaining in 
effect. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Pusey and carried. 
Motion: 1st Nichols 2nd Pusey Approved: X Yes  No 
Restrictions:  
Time Hearing Ended: 2:16 P.M. 
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