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The second proposed project Mr. Mitchell discussed is to install 2685 feet of 6” forcemain 

underneath Sunset Ave and Golf Course Rd in order to prevent backups and potential overflow 

of the sewer system in West Ocean City (WOC). The existing sewer collection system is 

pressed to handle the flow, especially during peak flow periods, and the upgrade is to handle 

the expected volume of flow and allow operational flexibility for the WWTP. 

 

The third project Mr. Mitchell discussed is a planned interconnection of the Mystic Harbour 

and Riddle Farm Water Systems. He explained the operational difficulties at the  Riddle Plant 

with iron treatment and the accompanying backwash disposal. associated WWTP membranes 

struggle to treat the iron sludge. As a result, in 2011 He also explained that during peak 

seasonal high use periods, pressures and water shortages have been a concern when relying on 

the Ocean Pines infrastructure only for the sole water source. It was also detailed that the 

proposed project will consolidate the Mystic Harbour and Riddle water service areas providing 

a redundant water source supply for the Riddle Farm community.  

 

The final project Mr. Mitchell detailed is a planned connection between the Mystic Harbour 

Treated Effluent and the Riddle Lagoon that holds treated effluent for irrigation of the Riddle 

Farm golf courses and rough areas.  This proposed line would be a denied access line 

designated only to transport treated effluent between the Mystic and the Riddle service areas.    

Mr. Mitchell noted that the limited discharge capacity at a WWTP can pose a public health 

concern and safety hazard with overloading existing land disposal capacities.  Mr. Mitchell 

discussed increased storm events and possible sea level rise contributing to the need to spread 

around and expand the land disposal options.  He described that this connection will provide 

an additional irrigation water source for the Riddle golf courses in lieu of pumping 

groundwater from wells, which is still done to provide supplemental water to the golf courses. 

 

Mr. Mitchell explained that the Water Resources Element (WRE) amendment to the 

Comprehensive Plan, completed in 2011, calls for interconnection projects such as these within 

their recommendations.  He also qualified that both Mystic and Riddle Farm water systems 

will have language detailing that the interconnection will be made to connect the Mystic 

Harbour and Riddle Farm water systems and is not to add new users or increase the service 

areas of either sanitary area.  The purpose will be to add redundancy for maintenance purposes 

and special circumstances.  He mentioned that the prior Riddle Farm- Ocean Pines 

interconnection, this will further provide redundancy to all the surrounding areas. 

 

A similar conversation followed with respect to the sewer forcemain interconnection.  The 

following amendment language is recommended to be added to The Plan as part both Mystic 

and Riddle Farm wastewater systems will have language detailing that the interconnection will 

be made to connect the Mystic Harbour and Riddle Farm water systems and is not to add new 

users or increase the service areas of either sanitary area. It will be for treated effluent 

transmission and will be a denied access line that will have no connections along the planned 

route and the project is planned to accommodate a realization for additional land disposal 

capacity for the Mystic WWTP. 

 




