
Hearing Assistance Units Available - see Weston Young, Asst. CAO.
Please be thoughtful and considerate of others.

Turn off your cell phones & pagers during the meeting!

AGENDA

WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Worcester County Government Center, Room 1101, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 21863

The public is invited to view this meeting live online at - https://worcestercountymd.swagit.com/live

August 17, 2021
Item #

9:00 AM - Vote to Meet In Closed Session in Commissioners’ Meeting Room - Room 1101
Government Center, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 

9:01 - Closed Session: Discussion regarding the hiring of a Vehicle and Equipment Mechanic III
and a Landfill Operator III in Public Works, a Parks Worked III and Recreation Program
Manager II in Recreation and Parks, and certain personnel matters; considering a matter that
concerns the proposal for a business to locate and expand in Worcester County; receiving
legal advice from Counsel; and performing administrative functions

10:00 - Call to Order, Prayer (Arlene Page), Pledge of Allegiance
10:01 - Report on Closed Session; Review and Approval of Minutes of the August 3, 2021 Meeting
10:05 - Chief Administrative Officer: Consent Agenda

(Maryland Community Resilience Grant Modification, Request to Bid on Opioid Treatment Provider Peer Support, MOU
between the Local Behavioral Health Authority and the Jail) 1-3
10:10 - Chief Administrative Officer: Administrative Matters 

(Sports Complex Presentation, City of Pocomoke Presentation on Armory Site, Bid Recommendation on Respite Care
Services, Upcoming Board Appointments, Bishopville Area Speed Studies, Draft FY22 Consolidate Transportation Plan Letter,
Washington Street Parking Lot Expansion, Critical Area Ordinance Update, Out of State Travel Request for Emergency Services, Grant
Support Request for Berlin Mural) 4-12, 15
10:15 -
10:20 -
10:30 - Legislative Session: Public Hearing on Bill 21-7 on Agritourism and Introduction of Emergency Bill

21-1 on Electrical Standards - Licensing Requirements 13-14
10:45 -    
11:00 -
11:30 -
12:00 - Questions from the Press; County Commissioner’s Remarks

Lunch

1:00 PM - Chief Administrative Officer: Administrative Matters (If Necessary) 4-12, 15

AGENDAS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL THE TIME OF CONVENING
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    Worcester County Commissioners 
FROM:   Weston S. Young, Incoming Chief Administrative Officer 
DATE:    August 10, 2021 
RE:    Presentation on Sports Complex Concept 

                                                                                                                                                     
We have requested a presentation by one of the major sports facility design and management companies. 
Attached are the presentations that will be given that will help show the potential for sports complex in 
Worcester County. 
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Outdoor Turf
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Outdoor Turf

PCB Field #3 was full baseball w/ multipurpose long.

PCB Field #8 is 2x Youth Baseball w/ multipurpose long
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EXAMPLE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE
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Per Field Total Per Field Total Per Field Total
Total Revenue Per Field 12 $50,000 $600,000 $100,000 $1,200,000 $180,000 $2,160,000

Revenue Low High
Baseball/Softball Tournaments & Events $240,000 $692,308
Outdoor Field Programs & Rentals $23,077 $276,923
Other Facility Programs (Corporate/Group, Youth, etc.) $23,077 $92,308
Food & Beverage $300,000 $692,308
Retail & Photography $46,154 $138,462
Sponsorship & Advertising $92,308 $276,923

Total Revenue $724,615 $2,169,231
Revenue Per Field (12 Fields) $60,385 $180,769

Expenses Low High
Baseball/Softball Tournaments & Events $36,000 $103,846 15% 15%
Outdoor Field Programs & Rentals $5,769 $69,231 25% 25%
Other Facility Programs (Corporate/Group, Youth, etc.) $8,077 $32,308 35% 35%
Food & Beverage $150,000 $276,923 50% 40%
Retail & Photography $16,154 $27,692 35% 20%
Sponsorship & Advertising $23,077 $55,385 25% 20%

Total Cost of Goods Sold $239,077 $565,385 33% 26%

Gross Margin $485,538 $1,603,846
% of Revenue 67% 74%

Facility Expenses $240,425 $293,853
Operating Expense $384,923 $565,385 20% 15%
Management Payroll $288,000 $336,000 13% 10%
Payroll Taxes/Benefits/Bonus $86,954 $119,308 12% 6%

Total Operating Expenses $1,000,302 $1,314,545

EBITDA ($514,763) $289,301

Economic Impact Low High
Direct Spending $12,000,000 $24,000,000

New Sales Tax (2%) $240,000 $480,000
New Hotel-Motel Tax (2%) $67,200 $134,400
Food & Beverage Tax (2%) $81,600 $163,200
Total New Generated Tax $388,800 $777,600

Job Creation (Operations) 30 55 

*All estimates for revenue, expenses, and impact are based on SFC benchmarks/industry
metrics from real world operations. Development of the full financial forecast, economic impact
anlaysis, and feasibility determination as part of potential next steps will allow SFC to detail 
expected facility performance and establish targets for operations and impact with the 
ownership group.

Example Performance Range

Industry Benchmark: Total Revenue Per Field

Program Number of Fields
Industry Avg. High-Performing Top-Performing
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THE ICONS THAT INVENTED THE INDUSTRY
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Topics for discussion
• Company information

• Drainage Base Construction

• Synthetic Turf
▪ Technology

▪ Performance

▪ Safety

• After Care Programs

• Cooperative Purchasing
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Company Information
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Drainage Base Construction
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Grading Plan – Field Layout

• Field Slope – Typically 0.5% to 0.75%

• Standard Crown

• Hip Turtle Back

• Cross Slope

• Dual Slope

• Cone (D-areas and Baseball)

• What is the best fit??
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Drainage Plan/Layout

• Utilize existing basins

• Where is the water going now?

• Water travel distance 100’ to 125’

• Storage/Retention

– Increased Cross section

– Enlarged Collector Trenches

– Flow Control Structures

– Infiltration

– BMP’s
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Edge Detail
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Field Cross Section

• Separation Fabric
– 4.5 to 8 oz non-woven geotextile

• Crushed Stone - 5” to 8” Total
Thickness
– #57 stone (1.5” minus)
– #78 stone (3/8” minus)
– Topdressing with washed

screenings as necessary
– Local sourcing

• Shock Pad / Drainage Pad
• Alternative Systems

– Porous Asphalt
– E-layers
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The Drainage Base is the Foundation 
of your AstroTurf Field

• The subgrade is extremely important

• Should be approached the same way as building a parking lot

• Compaction vs Stability

– You can have compaction without having stability

• Cement/Lime Stabilization
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• Outside Drainage
– If possible, avoid connecting area drains to field drainage system

– Proper slope and spacing for outside area drains and swales

– Avoid draining outside surface water towards field

• Cleanouts
– Provide access to field drainage collectors

– Install at high points for ventilation

External Influences
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Synthetic Turf Systems
Inventor, Innovator and Market Leader
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CONTROLLING OUR DESTINY

AstroTurf Corporation boasts vertically integrated manufacturing capabilities for 
end-to-end control over the quality of its products and one point of responsibility.

ITEM 4

4 - 51



OUR MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR COMMITMENT

WE DON’T WANT TO JUST FURTHER FIELD SAFETY, 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO IT
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A quest to bring AstroTurf ’s systems ever closer to the 
playability of natural grass drives us to place extensive 
reliance upon innovation and research.  Today’s cutting 
edge is tomorrow’s dull blade, though, so there’s no rest 
for our diligent engineers, designers, and technicians.

AstroTurf’s longtime system developers now 
liaise with other Spor tGroup engineers and 
chemists. Groundbreaking innovations include:

TECHNOLOGY THAT PROPELS

Root Zone®

Trionic® Fiber
AstroTurf now offers the TRIONIC fiber. This 
patent-pending development is a feat of 
chemical engineering never before achieved 
in the history of our industry. TRIONIC 
combines player friendly PE with ultra-
durable nylon to deliver the ultimate fiber. 

Ent anglement
To prevent splitt ing of the face fiber, 
we cross and entangle molecular side-
chains to reinforce any weak spots that  
would form between the main molecu-
lar chains that run the length of the fiber.

This texturized fiber layer encapsulat es in-
fill for minimal rubber splash, bett er shock 
absorption, and less infill migration than ba-
sic systems. The RootZone improves safety, 
playability, and durability, making this a t op 
choice for athletes and field owners alike.  
Independtnly funded research by Michigan 
state has shown the RootZone to reduce 
torque transmitted to lower extremities.

#OnOurTurf

TECHNOLOGY THAT PROPELS

A quest to bring AstroTurf’s systems ever closer to the playability of natural grass drives us to place
extensive reliance upon innovation and research. Today’s cutting edge is tomorrow’s dull blade, though, 
so there’s no rest for our diligent engineers, designers, and technicians.
AstroTurf’s longtime system developers now liaise with other SportGroup engineers and chemists. 

Groundbreaking innovations include:
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3D Series

• 3D SF
– 52 oz/60 oz face weight

– 2” pile height

– 3/8” stitch gauge

– 65% rubber/35% sand by weight

– 50% rubber/50% sand by weight over pad

• 3D3 Blend
– 52 oz/60 oz face weights

– 2” pile height

– 3/8” stitch gauge

– Legend monofilament

– 65% rubber/35% sand by weight

– 50% rubber/50% sand by weight over pad

• 3DM
– 60 oz face weight

– 2” pile height

– 0.5” stitch gauge

– Legend monofilament

– 65% rubber/35% sand by weight

– 50% rubber/50% sand by weight over pad
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MORE THAN 

OF FIBER ADDED TO
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Least

Fiber

More

Fiber

Natural

Grass

Most

Fiber

REMEMBER – No One Ever Replaces a

Field Because the Infill Wears Out.  Fields 

are Replaced when FIBERS Wear Out
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More Maintenance 

Required!  

(Potential Damage 

to Fibers)

Infill

Moves!

When Infill 

Moves, Safety is 

Compromised!

ITEM 4

4 - 59



Fiber Thickness

Density Infill

Sand:Rubber Ratio

Gauge

What is 

D.I.G.?

Fiber Count
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Not all RootZones are created equal…

DEMAND EXPERIENCE

600+
RootZones on the ground…
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Throughout the history of the synthetic turf industry, the great quest of manufacturers 
has been to blend polyethylene (PE) and nylon (PA) into a single fiber.

From its earliest inception until the 1990s, nylon was used nearly across the board for 
its superior resilience and strength.  The downside of all-nylon texturized fibers was 
well-known – it was abrasive.

In the 1990s, PE came into vogue and became the industry standard for tall pile face 
fibers.  These PE fibers were much less abrasive, but they came at a cost.  These PE 
fields sacrificed the strength that previous generations of turf fields offered.

1965 1995 2017

Nylon PE
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Why was it so difficult?
Chemically speaking, PE and nylon are like oil and water.  They do not mix.  The reason 
has to do with polarity. PE (like oil) is non-polar, while nylon (like water) is polar.  

Non-Polar v Polar
Oil v Water
PE v Nylon

PE and nylon repel each other.  That’s why efforts to mix the polymers into a single fiber 
have always failed – until now.

1965 1995 2017

Nylon PE
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So how did we do it?

The secret is in the compatibilizers.  
These compounds encase the nylon 
polymers, which are suspended within 
the PE to reinforce the fiber.  These 
compatibilizers have an affinity with both 
the PE and the nylon.  They are polar on 
the inside, and non-polar on the outside.  
In essence, the compatibilizers bridge the 
gap.  Five years of premarket research and 
development, constant testing, and 
continuous tweaking have enabled us to 
develop the optimal compatibilizers for 
long term integrity and durability.

Nylon
PE

Compatibilizer
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Other Features:

Entanglement Technology:
Every polyethylene molecular structure 
contains a main chain, with branches of 
side chains.

As the newly made fiber is stretched, 
those main chains are lengthened along 
the direction they are stretched.  What 
you have are long molecular chains that 
run parallel to one another along the 
length of the fiber. 

No Entanglement Entanglement

Without entanglement technology, you can get 
weak spots between the molecular chains, 
along the tip of the fiber, leading it to split 
lengthwise down the shaft of the fiber with UV 
exposure and use.  
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Other Features:

Entanglement Technology:

To combat that splitting, AstroTurf 
precisely and deliberately harnesses the 
side chains, engineering them to cross 
with one another and tangle with other 
side chains from neighboring molecules.  

The result is a reinforced fiber that 
reduces splitting in use.   

No Entanglement Entanglement
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RESULTS:

Durability—

The Trionic Fiber shows similar levels of degradation at 150,000 Lisport Cycles as the High Micron 
Monofilament fiber shows at 100,000 cycles, so it wears about 50% better than a similar fiber without the 
nylon reinforcement.  While the High Micron monofilament is an excellent choice  for an all-PE fiber, it 
simply doesn’t compare to the Trionic with nylon!

High Micron – 100,000 cycles Trionic – 150,000 cycles
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After Care Program

“Maintain the Game”

▪ Rhino

▪ Rhino Pro
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Cooperative Purchasing
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Who Can Use Cooperative Contracts?

State and Local Government Entities

• Cities

• Counties

• States and State Agencies

• Special & Water Districts

• Native American Tribes

• Port & Transportation Authorities

Public and Private Education

• K-12

• Special Education Districts

• Charter Schools

• Higher Education/Universities

Non-profits (tax exempt organizations)

• Hospitals & Nursing Homes

• Rural Power Cooperatives

• Housing Authorities

• Member Associations & Coops
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94%
Use cooperative 
contracts as part 

of overall 
procurement 

strategy

47%
Said they would 

use more 
cooperative 
purchasing 
contracts92%

Said 
saves 
time

77%
Said 

saves 
money

Source: Government Procurement Magazine

* States, municipalities, counties, K-12 and higher education

What do Government/K12 and Higher Ed Agencies Think?

A 2015 survey of public entities* revealed:
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AstroTurf Cooperative Awards
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How It Works

Member 
Agency

C
o

m
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etitively 
So

licited
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d
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tract

M
em
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er

sh
ip

Le
ga

l  
A

u
th

o
ri

ty

Works With

And Procures Directly 

Vendor 
Suppliers

A legal contracting pathway between buyers and vendors
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THANK YOU
Tim Jordan

Regional Sales Manager
804.248.6588
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POTENTIAL LOCATION 
FOR 

WORCESTER COUNTY
POCOMOKE CITY 

LIBRARY

FORMER POCOMOKE  CITY 
ARMORY SITE

300 SECOND STREET
POCOMOKE CITY, MD 21851 
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300 Second Street
Pocomoke City, MD 21851
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DEMOLITION

 DHCD – DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

 (SDF) STRATEGIC DEMOLITION FUNDS

 FY 22 – 23

 GRANT APPLICATION SUBMITTED JULY 2021

 November 2021 – Award Notices
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TIME LINE 
June 3, 2019 –
September, 2019

• Commencement

September 1, 2019 -
February 28, 2020

• Volunteer
Brownfield Analysis
of Armory with
Weston

September 1, 2019 –
April 30, 2025

• Interjurisdictional
coordination team of
State, County and
City stakeholders 
formed

September 1, 2019 –
June 1, 2021

• Investigate and
select location for
new library with
stakeholders

June 21, 2021 – June 
25, 2021

• Appraisal for fair
market value city
parcels 0925, 0926
for future 
procurement

June 21, 2021 – June 
25, 2021

• Pre-award quotes of
DHCD SDF FY 22-
23 demo for Armory
and parcels 0925 &
0926

October 1, 2021 –
October 1, 2023

• Strategic Demolition
Fund – Armory
Asbestos/Lead
Remediation for 
parcels 0925 & 0926 
procurement and 
demo of all buildings

October 1, 2021 –
October 1, 2023

• Library design,
Engineering phase
after demo award

October 1, 2021 –
February 28, 2022

• Revert title of future
library site to count
to prepare for
construction phase

October 1, 2023 –
April 30, 2025

• Library build and
completion date
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Pg. 11-17

Pg. 3-10

Pg. 18-25
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August 17, 2021 

Mr. Greg Slater, Secretary  
Maryland Department of Transportation 
7201 Corporate Center Drive 
Hanover, MD 21076 

RE: State Transportation Priorities in Worcester County for 2021 

Dear Secretary Slater: 

Thank you for the opportunity to present Worcester County’s transportation 
priorities at the upcoming Consolidated Transportation Program tour this 
coming fall. In advance of that meeting, listed below is the prioritized list of 
projects we would like to discuss with you and the MDOT team during the tour 
and at the summer MACO conference in Ocean City, August 18 – 20, 2021.  

1. DUALIZE MD 90

Traffic congestion on MD 90 continues to worsen. Ocean City has become a
year-round tourist destination and development on the north end of
Worcester County continues to see record growth in new home and business
construction. MD 90 needs to be dualized to address the increased traffic
demands. Worcester County recognizes full dualization is a major capital
project with a prolonged timeline for completion. It is requested MDOT
review the possibility of phased improvements to MD 90 while full
dualization is pursued. Below are some suggested improves that are
requested to be study to determine their feasibility in implementing.

A. PHASE I – Strengthen and widen the existing shoulders.

The shoulders of MD 90 are too narrow and too thin to 
support sustained vehicular traffic. As such, during 
most routine maintenance operations by SHA, MD 90 
is placed into a flagging operation or one lane is shut 
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down entirely because the presence of the median guardrail. 
Traffic quickly backs up and significant delays are 
encountered.  By widening and strengthening the shoulders to 
support temporary vehicular traffic, it will reduce the need to 
fully close a travel lane during maintenance or emergency 
response activities.  
 

B. PHASE II – Add a New Center Lane 
 

The existing MD 90 bridges are approximately 40’ wide with 
the ability to support three (3) 11’ wide travel lanes and the 
existing landscaped medians can be removed. Overhead lane 
designation signing could be installed similar to the Bay 
Bridge to provide positive guidance to motorists regarding 
which lane to use. During tourist season, Monday -Thursday 
operations could run one lane in each direction with the 
center lane close and a 55 mph speed limit. Friday and 
Saturday could run with 2 lanes east bound, 1 lane west 
bound. The use of variable speed limits could be employed to 
lower the speed limit to 45 mph to enhance safety during the 
contra flow scenario. On Sundays, traffic could run with 2 
lanes open west bound and 1 lane open east bound. It is also 
recommended overhead lighting be installed for the entire 
corridor for this phase.  
 
This phase also provides greater flexibility for evacuation 
procedures during hurricane season.  

 
C. PHASE III – Fully dualize MD 90 

 

It is believed this phased approach could address mobility and congestion concerns 
in a more timely and economical manner while long range planning, permitting, 
design, and construction moves forward towards full dualization. 

 
2. NEW DRAWBRIDGE ON US 50 ENTERING OCEAN CITY 

 
Similar to MD 90, traffic congestion on US 50 continues to worsen. In recent years, 
there have been several incidents of the existing drawbridge getting stuck. With 
Ocean City serving as a year-round tourist destination, the US 50 drawbridge 
needs to be replaced with a more reliable structure and one that can accommodate 
the increasing traffic congestion issues. 
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3. DUALIZE MD 589 
 
The north end of Worcester County has experienced significant growth over the 
last decade and the MD 589 corridor has become heavily congested at all times of 
the year. More people are living in Ocean Pines year-round than ever before and 
commercial development is increasing. Congestion and delay issues along MD 589 
are at or are approaching failing conditions as the road network reaches maximum 
capacity. MD 589 needs to be dualized to address the congestion issues and 
increasing safety concerns as additional residents come to the area.  
 

4. SIGNALIZE THE INTERSECTION AT MD 611 & MD 376 
 
During tourist season, MD 376 experiences significant delays and queuing as 
eastbound traffic waits to turn left onto northbound MD 611. There are several 
traffic generating businesses north of the intersection (ex. Frontier Town 
Campground & Water Park, Eagle’s Landing Golf Course, Ocean City Airport) as 
well as numerous residential and commercial developments. The steady stream of 
traffic to and from Assateague Park does not allow for adequate gaps for traffic to 
enter onto MD 611. The intersection needs to be signalized to reduce the delay and 
congestion on MD 376, even if using a seasonal signal operation similar to what 
was approved for MD 611 and Golf Course Road several years ago. 
 

5. SIGNALIZE THE INTERSECTION AT MD 367 & MD 368 (BISHOPVILLE) 
 
GPS applications such as Google Maps and Waze are sending increasing amounts 
of traffic down MD 367 and MD 368 as an alternate route to MD 90 instead of the 
more appropriate and better suited route of US 113. MD 367 & MD 368 are two 
lane, two way roads intended more to serve residential traffic, not the volume of 
tourist traffic currently being experienced. Local residents and visitors to the area 
are getting stuck on MD 368 north bound as they try to turn left on MD 367 west 
bound. The intersection needs to be signalized to reduce delay and congestion.   
 

6. ELIMINATE FLOODING ON MD 12 NORTH OF SNOW HILL 
 
MD 12 north of Snow Hill floods even during moderate rain events. High water 
signs have been installed and are left in place year-round. The road is lower than 
surrounding properties and there are no drainage structures to relieve flooding. 
MD 12 is a designated evacuation route that is impassible during large storms 
(when the route is needed the most) due to the flooding. The road needs to be 
raised with drainage structures added to keep the road passable and clear during 
storm events.   
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7. CONSTRUCT DEDICATED RIGHT TURN LANE ON SOUTH BOUND ST. 
MARTINS NECK ROAD AT MD 90 
 
Thanks to GPS apps like Google and Waze, more and more out of town traffic is 
being directed down St. Martin’s Neck Road as a way to bypass traffic slowdowns 
on US 113 and MD 90. During tourist season traffic backs up as people wait to make 
left turns off of south bound St. Martin’s Neck Road onto east bound MD 90. 
Currently there is only one south bound lane at the intersection. Local residents 
wanting to turn right onto west bound MD 90 must wait in long queues. A south 
bound right turn lane needs to be constructed to better facilitate traffic wanting to 
head west bound on MD 90. 
 

8. CONSTRUCT APS/CPS PEDESTRIAN TO CROSS US 113 AT MD 346  
 
The intersection of US 113 and MD 346 in Berlin has sidewalks, handicap ramps, 
and crosswalks on the east and west sides of the intersection but is lacking the 
necessary amenities for pedestrians to safely cross US 113. APS/CPS and 
crosswalks need to be added to the north leg of the intersection. 
 

9. DEVELOP AN ACCESS MANAGEMENT STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE MD 611 
CORRIDOR  
 
Residential and commercial development on MD 611 is increasing. There is 
concern that if the growth continues, traffic congestion will become similar to what 
is currently experienced on MD 589. An access management plan needs to be 
developed for the corridor in order to provide a consistent and clearly understood 
approach as to the placement of access points, traffic signals, access roads, lane 
designations, pedestrian & bicycle amenities, and right-of-way needs. Future 
residential & commercial businesses can then reference and use the plan when 
developing the layout of their developments. 
 

10. CONSTRUCT SHARED USE PATH ON MD 611 FROM US 50 TO ASSATEAGUE 
PARK 
 
The recent completion of the shared use path on US 50 in West Ocean City has 
been received and used by the public with great success. Worcester County is 
requesting SHA begin planning for an extension of the existing path to connect the 
West Ocean City area to Assateague State Park. With the volume of traffic on MD 
611, the numerous traffic generating destinations along the corridor, and MDOT’s 
goal of promoting multimodal travel, extension of the path to one of the largest 
traffic and tourist generating destinations in Worcester County is a logical project. 
A phased approach for design and construction could be used to make the project 
more financially feasible similar to the approach used for the shared use path on 
MD 413 in Somerset County. 
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Thank you for your attention to these matters. If you should require any additional 
information or you should have any questions or concerns with regards to these matters, 
please feel free to contact me or Weston Young, incoming Chief Administrative Officer, at 
this office. 

 

       Sincerely, 
 
 
 
       Joseph M. Mitrecic  
       President  
 
cc: Weston Young, incoming Chief Administrative Officer 
 Dallas Baker, Director of Public Works 
 Jennifer Keener, Director of Development, Review, and Permitting 
 Mayor Rick Meehan, Town of Ocean City 
 Jay Meredith, District Engineer, SHA 
 Senator Mary Beth Carozza 
 Delegate Wayne Hartman 
 Delegate Charles J. Otto 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  The Daily Times Group and Ocean City Today Group 
FROM: Weston S. Young, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer 
DATE:  July 21, 2021 
RE: Notice of Introduction of Bill 21-7 

Please print the attached notice in The Daily Times/Worcester County Times/Ocean Pines Independent 
and Ocean City Digest/Ocean City Today on July 29, 2021 and August 5, 2021 

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF BILL 21-7 
WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Take Notice that Bill 21-7 (Zoning – Agritourism) was introduced by Commissioners Church, Elder, Mitrecic, 
Nordstrom, and Purnell on July 20, 2021. 

A fair summary of the bill is as follows: 

§ ZS 1-103(b). (Repeals the definition for “agritainment facility” in the Zoning and Subdivision Control
Article.) 

§ ZS 1-103(b). (Adds the definition for “agricultural alcohol production” in the Zoning and Subdivision Control
Article to describe an activity that is carried out by a license holder as defined in Section § 1-101 of the
Annotated Code of the State of Maryland, Alcoholic Beverage Article, as may be amended from time to time,
which occurs on a farm which is zoned as either A-1 or A-2 Agricultural District, and is related to the
manufacture, packaging, storage, distribution, promotion, sale or tasting of alcoholic beverages that use any
portion of ingredients produced on the farm.)

§ ZS 1-103(b). (Adds the definition for “agritourism” in the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article to describe
farm enterprise wherein activities are conducted on a working farm and offered to the public for the purpose of
recreation, education, or active involvement in the farm operation and for promotion of farm products and
traditional rural living. These activities must be related to agriculture, natural resources or traditional rural living
and be incidental to the primary operation of the site as a farm. The term includes but is not limited to farm
tours; pumpkin hunts; hay rides; crop mazes; hay tunnels; petting, feeding and viewing of farm animals; horse
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Citizens and Government Working Together 

or pony rides; farm equipment rides; festivals; informational displays or activities; classes or demonstrations 
related to agricultural products or skills; and agricultural alcohol production including packaging, storage, 
distribution, tastings and sales.) 
 
§ ZS 1-201(c)(9). (Repeals the special exception use for agritainment facilities in the A-1 Agricultural District 
and replaces it with an agritourism facility as a special exception use; establishes a maximum use area of twenty 
percent of the gross acreage of a lot or parcel for agritourism uses and structures; establishes general lot 
requirements; allows a maximum of four festivals per year as an event conducted at an agritourism facility for 
up to three consecutive days for the purpose of promoting products grown on the farm or farm- related 
education or recreation; sets restrictions on hours of outdoor amplified entertainment or music; and prohibits 
overnight events.) 
 
§ ZS 1-201(c)(10). (Repeals the special exception use for wineries in the A-1 Agricultural District.) 
 
§ ZS 1-202(c)(9). (Repeals the special exception use for agritainment facilities in the A-2 Agricultural District 
and replaces it with an agritourism facility as a special exception use; establishes a maximum use area of twenty 
percent of the gross acreage of a lot or parcel for agritourism uses and structures; establishes general lot 
requirements; allows a maximum of four festivals per year as an event conducted at an agritourism facility for 
up to three consecutive days for the purpose of promoting products grown on the farm or farm- related 
education or recreation; sets restrictions on hours of outdoor amplified entertainment or music; and prohibits 
overnight events.) 
 
§ ZS 1-202(c)(10). (Repeals the special exception use for wineries in the A-2 Agricultural District.) 
 
§ ZS 1-320(a). (Retitles the off-street parking requirements for “agritainment and winery facilities” to 
“agritourism facilities”.) 
 
 

A Public Hearing 
 

will be held on Bill 21-7 at the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Room 1101 – Government Center, One West 
Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland on Tuesday, August 17, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
This is only a fair summary of the bill. A full copy of the bill is posted on the Legislative Bulletin Board in the 
main hall of the Worcester County Government Center outside Room 1103, is available for public inspection in 
Room 1103 of the Worcester County Government Center once County Government Offices are opened to the 
public. In the interim, a full copy of the bill is available on the County Website at www.co.worcester.md.us. 
 

THE WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
 BILL 21-7 
 
BY:   Commissioners Church, Elder, Mitrecic, Nordstrom, and Purnell 
INTRODUCED:   July 20, 2021 
 

A BILL ENTITLED 

AN ACT Concerning 

Zoning – Agritourism 

For the purpose of amending the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article to add a definition of 
agricultural alcohol production, to repeal the definition of agritainment facility and reenact the 
definition of agritourism to include agricultural alcohol production, to remove agritainment 
facilities and wineries as a special exception use in the A-1 and A-2 Agricultural Districts, to 
allow agritourism as a special exception use in the A-1 and A-2 Agricultural Districts, and to 
retitle the off-street parking requirements for agritainment facilities and wineries to agritourism 
facilities. 

Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WORCESTER 
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that the existing definition of “agritainment facility” as contained in 
Subsection § ZS 1-103(b) of the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public 
Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland be repealed and replaced by the new definition 
“agritourism” to read as follows: 

AGRITOURISM - A farm enterprise wherein activities are conducted on a working farm 
and offered to the public for the purpose of recreation, education, or active involvement 
in the farm operation and for promotion of farm products and traditional rural living. 
These activities must be related to agriculture, natural resources or traditional rural living 
and be incidental to the primary operation of the site as a farm. The term includes but is 
not limited to farm tours; pumpkin hunts; hay rides; crop mazes; hay tunnels; petting, 
feeding and viewing of farm animals; horse or pony rides; farm equipment rides; 
festivals; informational displays or activities; classes or demonstrations related to 
agricultural products or skills; and agricultural alcohol production including packaging, 
storage, distribution, tastings and sales. 

Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-103(b) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be amended by the addition of a definition of the term “agricultural alcohol production” to read 
as follows: 

AGRICULTURAL ALCOHOL PRODUCTION -  An activity that is carried out by a 
license holder as defined in Section § 1-101 of the Annotated Code of the State of 
Maryland, Alcoholic Beverage Article, as may be amended from time to time, which 
occurs on a farm as defined in Subsection § ZS 1-103(b) herein and which is zoned as 
either A-1 or A-2 Agricultural District, and is related to the manufacture, packaging, 
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storage, distribution, promotion, sale or tasting of alcoholic beverages that use any 
portion of ingredients produced on the farm. 

Section 3. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-201(c)(9) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be repealed and reenacted to read as follows: 

(9)   Agritourism facility. On a farm, as defined herein, the use of not more than 
twenty percent of the gross acreage of a lot or parcel, for agritourism uses and 
structures as defined herein. Minimum lot requirements for the agritourism uses 
and structures shall be: lot area, ten acres; lot width, two hundred feet; front yard 
setback, one hundred feet each side yard setback, one hundred feet; and rear yard 
setback, one hundred feet; and subject to the provisions of §§ ZS 1-322, ZS 1-323 
and ZS 1-325 hereof. Festivals may be permitted up to four times per year. For 
purposes of this section, a "festival" is an event conducted at an agritourism 
facility for up to three consecutive days for the purpose of promoting products 
grown on the farm or farm- related education or recreation. All amplified outdoor 
entertainment or background music shall only be permitted between 1:00 P.M. 
and 10:00 P.M. Overnight events are prohibited. 

Section 4. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-201(c)(10) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be repealed and Subsections §§ ZS 1-201(c)(11) through ZS 1-201(c)(34) be renumbered as 
Subsections §§ ZS 1-201(c)(10) through ZS 1-201(c)(33) respectively. 

Section 5. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-202(c)(9) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be repealed and reenacted to read as follows: 

(9) Agritourism facility. On a farm, as defined herein, the use of not more than 
twenty percent of the gross acreage of a lot or parcel, for agritourism uses and 
structures as defined herein. Minimum lot requirements for the agritourism uses 
and structures shall be: lot area, ten acres; lot width, two hundred feet; front yard 
setback, one hundred feet each side yard setback, one hundred feet; and rear yard 
setback, one hundred feet; and subject to the provisions of §§ ZS 1-322, ZS 1-323 
and ZS 1-325 hereof. Festivals may be permitted up to four times per year. For 
purposes of this section, a "festival" is an event conducted at an agritourism 
facility for up to three consecutive days for the purpose of promoting products 
grown on the farm or farm- related education or recreation. All amplified outdoor 
entertainment or background music shall only be permitted between 1:00 P.M. 
and 10:00 P.M. Overnight events are prohibited.   

Section 6. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-202(c)(10) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
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be repealed and Subsections §§ ZS 1-202(c)(11) through ZS 1-202(c)(44) be renumbered as 
Subsections §§ ZS 1-202(c)(10) through ZS 1-202(c)(43) respectively. 

Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that the off-street parking requirements contained in 
Subsection § ZS 1-320(a) of the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public 
Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland for “agritainment and winery facilities” as 
prescribed under the “Recreational uses” Use Category be retitled “agritourism facilities”. 

Section 8. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that this Bill shall take effect forty-five (45) days 
from the date of its passage. 
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