
Hearing Assistance Units Available - see Weston Young, Asst. CAO.
Please be thoughtful and considerate of others.

Turn off your cell phones & pagers during the meeting!

AGENDA

WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Worcester County Government Center, Room 1101, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 21863

The public is invited to view this meeting live online at - https://worcestercountymd.swagit.com/live

July 20, 2021
Item #

9:00 AM - Vote to Meet In Closed Session in Commissioners’ Meeting Room - Room 1101
Government Center, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 

9:01 - Closed Session: Discussion regarding the hiring of an Emergency Communication
Specialist Trainee in Emergency Services, a Roads Superintendent in Public Works, and
certain personnel matters; consultation with staff about pending or potential litigation;
receiving legal advice from Counsel; and performing administrative functions

10:00 - Call to Order, Prayer (Reverend Stephanie Clayville), Pledge of Allegiance
10:01 - Report on Closed Session; Review and Approval of Minutes of the June 15, 2021 Meeting
10:05 - Chief Administrative Officer: Consent Agenda

(Request to Bid - Navigation Poverty Assistance, Request to Bid - Respite Care Parent Advocate, Public Hearing Request
for the Riverview Mobile Home Park Water and Sewer Amendment) 1-3
10:10 - Chief Administrative Officer: Administrative Matters 

(Upcoming Board Appointments, Board of Elections Hotel Request, Fire Training Center Use Request, Woodlawn Road
Speed Study, Acceptance of Bid for Generator Service, Facility Condition Assessment Proposal, Out of State Travel Request, Special
Event Request at Rec Center, Grant Acceptance for South Point Boat Ramp Improvements) 4-12
10:20 -
10:30 - Legislative Session: Public Hearing on Bill 21-6 - Kari’s Law; Introduction of Bill 21-7 

Agritourism 13-14
10:45 -    
11:00 -
11:30 -
12:00 - Questions from the Press; County Commissioner’s Remarks

Lunch

1:00 PM - Chief Administrative Officer: Administrative Matters (If Necessary) 4-12

AGENDAS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL THE TIME OF CONVENING
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NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF BILL 21-6 
WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Take Notice that Bill 21-6 (Public Safety – Kari’s Law) was introduced by Commissioners 
Bertino, Bunting, Church, Elder, Mitrecic, Nordstrom and Purnell on May 18, 2021. 

A fair summary of the bill is as follows: 

§ PS 6-301 A legislative bill for the purpose of implementing MD. Code, Public Safety § 1-314
(known as “Kari’s Law”) to require that multiple-line telephone systems allow for direct dialing
via 9-1-1.

A Public Hearing 

will be held on Bill 21-6 at the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Room 1101 – Government 
Center, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. 

This is only a fair summary of the bill. A full copy of the bill is posted on the Legislative 
Bulletin Board in the main hall of the Worcester County Government Center outside Room 
1103, is available for public inspection in Room 1103 of the Worcester County Government 
Center, and a full copy of the bill is available on the County Website at 
www.co.worcester.md.us. 

THE WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND 
BILL 21-6 

BY: Commissioners Bertino, Bunting, Church, Elder, Mitrecic, Nordstrom, and 
Purnell 

INTRODUCED: May 18, 2021 

A legislative bill for the purpose of implementing Md. Code, Public Safety § 1-
314 (known as “Kari’s Law) to require that multiple-line telephone systems allow 
for direct dialing via 9-1-1. 

I. Be It Enacted by the County Commissioners of Worcester County,
Maryland, that Title PS6 (Emergency Services) of the County Government
Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland is
amended to add the following provisions:

Title PS6, Emergency Services, Subtitle III 

Multiple-Line Telephone Systems—Direct Dial 

§ PS 6-301. General Provisions.

(a) Definitions. “Multiple-line telephone system” means a system that:

(1) consists of common control units, telephone sets, control hardware
and software, and adjunct systems, including network and
premises-based systems; and

(2) is designed to aggregate more than one incoming voice
communication channel for use by more than one telephone.

(b) Requirements. A person that installs or operates a multiple-line telephone
system must ensure that the system is connected to the public switched
telephone network in such a way that when an individual using the system
dials 9-1-1, the call connects to the public safety answering point without
requiring the user to dial any other number or set of numbers.

(c) Violations. Any person who violates the provisions of this Subtitle will be
guilty of a civil infraction. The County Commissioners will determine by
resolution the amount of the fine and the department responsible for
enforcement.

II. Be It Further Enacted by the County Commissioners of Worcester
County, Maryland that this Bill will take effect 45 days from the date of its
passage.
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PASSED this ______________ day of __________________________, 2021. 

Attest:  County Commissioners of  
Worcester County, Maryland 

____________________________ 
Harold L. Higgins 
Chief Administrative Officer 

________________________________ 
Joseph M. Mitrecic, President 

________________________________
Theodore J. Elder, Vice President 

________________________________
Anthony W. Bertino, Jr., Commissioner 

________________________________
Madison J. Bunting, Jr., Commissioner 

________________________________
James C. Church, Commissioner 

________________________________
Joshua C. Nordstrom, Commissioner 

________________________________
Diana Purnell, Commissioner 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND 

BILL 21-

BY:    
INTRODUCED:    

A BILL ENTITLED 

AN ACT Concerning 

Zoning – Agritourism 

For the purpose of amending the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article to add a definition of 
agricultural alcohol production, to repeal the definition of agritainment facility and reenact the 
definition of agritourism to include agricultural alcohol production, to remove agritainment 
facilities and wineries as a special exception use in the A-1 and A-2 Agricultural Districts, to 
allow agritourism as a special exception use in the A-1 and A-2 Agricultural Districts, and to 
retitle the off-street parking requirements for agritainment facilities and wineries to agritourism 
facilities. 

Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF WORCESTER 
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that the existing definition of “agritainment facility” as contained in 
Subsection § ZS 1-103(b) of the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public 
Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland be repealed and replaced by the new definition 
“agritourism” to read as follows: 

AGRITOURISM - A farm enterprise wherein activities are conducted on a working farm 
and offered to the public for the purpose of recreation, education, or active involvement 
in the farm operation and for promotion of farm products and traditional rural living. 
These activities must be related to agriculture, natural resources or traditional rural living 
and be incidental to the primary operation of the site as a farm. The term includes but is 
not limited to farm tours; pumpkin hunts; hay rides; crop mazes; hay tunnels; petting, 
feeding and viewing of farm animals; horse or pony rides; farm equipment rides; 
festivals; informational displays or activities; classes or demonstrations related to 
agricultural products or skills; and agricultural alcohol production including packaging, 
storage, distribution, tastings and sales. 

Section 2. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-103(b) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be amended by the addition of a definition of the term “agricultural alcohol production” to read 
as follows: 

AGRICULTURAL ALCOHOL PRODUCTION -  An activity that is carried out by a 
license holder as defined in Section § 1-101 of the Annotated Code of the State of 
Maryland, Alcoholic Beverage Article, as may be amended from time to time, which 
occurs on a farm as defined in Subsection § ZS 1-103(b) herein and which is zoned as 
either A-1 or A-2 Agricultural District, and is related to the manufacture, packaging, 
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storage, distribution, promotion, sale or tasting of alcoholic beverages that use any 
portion of ingredients produced on the farm. 

Section 3. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-201(c)(9) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be repealed and reenacted to read as follows: 

(9) Agritourism facility. On a farm, as defined herein, the use of not more than
twenty percent of the gross acreage of a lot or parcel, for agritourism uses and
structures as defined herein. Minimum lot requirements for the agritourism uses
and structures shall be: lot area, ten acres; lot width, two hundred feet; front yard
setback, one hundred feet each side yard setback, one hundred feet; and rear yard
setback, one hundred feet; and subject to the provisions of §§ ZS 1-322, ZS 1-323
and ZS 1-325 hereof. Festivals may be permitted up to four times per year. For
purposes of this section, a "festival" is an event conducted at an agritourism
facility for up to three consecutive days for the purpose of promoting products
grown on the farm or farm- related education or recreation. All amplified outdoor
entertainment or background music shall only be permitted between 1:00 P.M.
and 10:00 P.M. Overnight events are prohibited.

Section 4. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-201(c)(10) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be repealed and Subsections §§ ZS 1-201(c)(11) through ZS 1-201(c)(34) be renumbered as 
Subsections §§ ZS 1-201(c)(10) through ZS 1-201(c)(33) respectively. 

Section 5. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-202(c)(9) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
be repealed and reenacted to read as follows: 

(9) Agritourism facility. On a farm, as defined herein, the use of not more than
twenty percent of the gross acreage of a lot or parcel, for agritourism uses and
structures as defined herein. Minimum lot requirements for the agritourism uses
and structures shall be: lot area, ten acres; lot width, two hundred feet; front yard
setback, one hundred feet each side yard setback, one hundred feet; and rear yard
setback, one hundred feet; and subject to the provisions of §§ ZS 1-322, ZS 1-323
and ZS 1-325 hereof. Festivals may be permitted up to four times per year. For
purposes of this section, a "festival" is an event conducted at an agritourism
facility for up to three consecutive days for the purpose of promoting products
grown on the farm or farm- related education or recreation. All amplified outdoor
entertainment or background music shall only be permitted between 1:00 P.M.
and 10:00 P.M. Overnight events are prohibited.

Section 6. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that Subsection § ZS 1-202(c)(10) of the Zoning and 
Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland 
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be repealed and Subsections §§ ZS 1-202(c)(11) through ZS 1-202(c)(44) be renumbered as 
Subsections §§ ZS 1-202(c)(10) through ZS 1-202(c)(43) respectively. 

Section 7. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that the off-street parking requirements contained in 
Subsection § ZS 1-320(a) of the Zoning and Subdivision Control Article of the Code of Public 
Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland for “agritainment and winery facilities” as 
prescribed under the “Recreational uses” Use Category be retitled “agritourism facilities”. 

Section 8. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND, that this Bill shall take effect forty-five (45) days 
from the date of its passage. 
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