
Hearing Assistance Units Available - see Weston Young, Asst. CAO.
Please be thoughtful and considerate of others.

Turn off your cell phones & pagers during the meeting!

AGENDA

WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Worcester County Government Center, Room 1101, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 21863

The public is invited to view this meeting live online at - https://worcestercountymd.swagit.com/live
Meeting Attendees are required to wear face coverings and practice social distancing.

May 4, 2021
Item #

9:00 AM - Vote to Meet In Closed Session in Commissioners’ Meeting Room - Room 1101
Government Center, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 

9:01 - Closed Session: Discussion regarding the hiring of an Emergency Services Supervisor in
Emergency Services, a Painter in Public Works, and certain personnel matters; receiving
legal advice from Counsel; discussing public security; and performing administrative
functions

10:00 - Call to Order, Prayer (Pastor Kenneth Elligson), Pledge of Allegiance
10:01 - Report on Closed Session; Review and Approval of Minutes of April 20, 2021 Meeting
10:05 - Commendation on the 2021 Worcester County Page and Proclamations for National Foster Care Month,

Foster Parents of the Year, Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week, Hurricane Preparedness Week,
Travel and Tourism Week, and Constitution and Bill of Rights Sanctuary Designation 1

10:10 - Chief Administrative Officer: Consent Agenda
(Heroin Coordinator Position Grant Application, Public Hearing Request for the Water and Wastewater Enterprise Fund,

Public Hearing Request for the Solid Waste Enterprise Fund, and Public Hearing Request for Declaration of Surplus Vehicles and
Equipment) 2-5
10:20 - Chief Administrative Officer: Administrative Matters 

(Upcoming Board Appointments, FY21 Capital Budget Vehicle Request, Homeowner Convenience Center Pilot Program,
MD Coastal Bays Program Cost Share, Assateague Farms Allocation Extension Request, Newark Spray Irrigation Project Change Orders 4
and 5, Work Session on the Agritourism Bill, Work Session on Broadband) 6-11, 15-16
10:30 - Public Hearing on the MTA Statewide Special Transportation Assistance Program Senior

Transportation Funding Grant 12
10:45 - Public Hearing on the Expansion of the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area for Wave Holdings, LLC      

13
11:00 - Public Hearing on CDBG COVID Round 2 Grant 14
11:30 -
12:00 - Questions from the Press; County Commissioner’s Remarks

Lunch

1:00 PM - Chief Administrative Officer: Administrative Matters (If Necessary) 6-11, 15-16

7:00 PM - Public Hearing on the Constant Yield Tax Rate and Requested FY2022 County Operating Budgets     17

AGENDAS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE UNTIL THE TIME OF CONVENING
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Notice of Public Hearing 
on 

Maryland Transit Administration 
Statewide Special Transportation Assistance Program 

Senior Transportation Funding Grant 
 
The County Commissioners of Worcester County are applying for grant funds from the 
Maryland Department of Transportation. The purpose of this notice is to afford 
opportunity for a public hearing regarding the proposed Annual Transportation Plan 
(ATP).  

The County Commissioners of Worcester County are applying for grant funding in the 
sum of $126,975 to continue to operate public and specialized transportation services. 
These services will be provided by the Worcester Commission on Aging which is a non-
profit agency that provides senior transportation services for Worcester County seniors 
and persons with disabilities. 

The public hearing on this application will be held on  
TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021 at 10:30 A.M. 

 in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Room 1101 – Government Center 
One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland 21863 

 
The detailed service plan is available for review at Worcester County Commission on 
Aging building located at 4767 Snow Hill Road, Snow Hill, Maryland from 9AM to 3PM, 
Tuesday– Friday by appointment only.  Please call 410-632-1277 x701 to set time. 
 

THE WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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Worcester Commission on Aging 
Community for Life • Worcester Adult Medical Day Services • Senior Care • Senior Ride • Meal On Wheels 
Berlin 50plus Center • Ocean City 50plus Center • Pocomoke City 50plus Center • Snow Hill 50plus Center 

4767 Snow Hill Road • PO Box 159 • Snow Hill, Maryland 21863 
410.632.1277 • FAX 855.230.5496 • info@worcoa.org • www.worcoa.org 

Our mission is to enhance the quality of life for Worcester County citizens 50 years and older. 
Our vision is to provide programs and services that promote active, independent and healthy lifestyles. 

MEMO 

To:  Harold Higgins, Chief Administrative Officer 

Cc:  Weston Young, Asst. Chief Administrate Officer 

From:  John Dorrough, Executive Director   

Date:  March 3, 2021 

SUBJECT:  Senior Transportation Funding FY22 Public Hearing 

The Worcester Commission on Aging is requesting a public hearing be held on the 

Maryland Transit Administration (MTA) ATP/SSTAP application for Worcester County. 

The Worcester Commission on Aging (WorCOA) has been operating the MTA SSTAP grant 

this year.  In FY22 the Commissioners of Worcester County will become the grantee and a 

public hearing needs to be held as soon as possible.  We have been working with county 

administration staff on all the details. 

ACAO Note: The public hearing 
is tentatively set for the May 4th 
meeting.
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Weston S. Young

From: John Dorrough <john@worcoa.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 2:39 PM
To: Harold Higgins
Cc: Weston S. Young; Kimberly Reynolds; Roscoe Leslie
Subject: Senior Transportation Funding FY22 Public Hearing

CAUTION: This email originated from an external email domain which carries the additional risk that it may be a 
phishing email and/or contain malware. 

Harold, 

The Worcester Commission on Aging is requesting a public hearing be held on the Maryland Transit 
Administration (MTA) ATP/SSTAP application for Worcester County. 

The Worcester Commission on Aging (WorCOA) has been operating the MTA SSTAP grant this fiscal year. In 
FY22 the Commissioners of Worcester County will become the grantee, and a public hearing needs to be held 
as soon as possible.  We have been working with county administration staff on all the details. 

Below there are additional details on suggested wording for the newspaper notice. 

Please let us know if any additional information is needed. 

Best regards! 

John Dorrough, Executive Director 

 

Worcester Commission On Aging 
Office:  410.632.1277 ext 702 - FAX: 1.855.206.4371 
4767 Snow Hill Rd - PO Box 159 - Snow Hill, MD  21863 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This message may contain confidential and privileged information intended for the use of the addressee(s) named above. If you are not the 
intended recipient of this message, any use, distribution, or reproduction of this message, partial or in its entirety is prohibited. If you have received this message in 
error, please notify the sender immediately. 

Suggested Wording: 

The County Commissioners of Worcester County is applying for grant funds from the Maryland Department of 
Transportation. This notice is to notify you about Worcester County’s application, our Annual Transportation 
Plan (ATP), and to solicit your comments on the proposed plan.  

The Worcester Commission on Aging is a non-profit agency that provides senior transportation services for 
Worcester County seniors and persons with disabilities.  The County Commissioners of Worcester County is 
applying for grant funding in the sum of $126,975 to continue to operate these public and specialized 
transportation services.  

The ATP contains requests for funding assistance from the following program: 
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 the Statewide Special Transportation Assistance Program (SSTAP) which provides funds for
transportation of elderly persons and persons with disabilities;

The detailed service plan is available for review at 4767 Snow Hill Road, Snow Hill, Maryland from 9AM to 
3PM, Tuesday– Friday by appointment.  Any private citizen, public/private transit or paratransit operator 
wishing additional information or desiring to submit comments on the project can call the Worcester 
Commission on Aging at 410-632-1277 x701. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
EXPANSION OF THE OCEAN PINES SANITARY SERVICE AREA FOR 

WAVE HOLDINGS, LLC 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND 

The Worcester County Commissioners have received a petition filed by Hugh Cropper and John Salm 

representing Wave Holdings, LLC, on behalf of the property owner, Margaret Bunting, of the subject 

property requesting the expansion of the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area to provide public water and 

sewer to serve the proposed commercial development, more particularly described as follows: 

1. The Bunting property on the east side of Racetrack Road (MD Route 589), north of the

intersection with Gum Point Road and south of the Ocean Pines Community.  The

property is shown on Worcester County Tax Map 21, as Parcel 72, and recorded among

the Land Records of Worcester County, Maryland in Plat Book No. 101, Page 146.

A public hearing on this request will be: 

TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021 

at 10:45 A.M. 

in the 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MEETING ROOM 

ROOM 1101 COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 

ONE WEST MARKET STREET 

SNOW HILL, MARYLAND 

Copies of the staff report on the proposed expansion of the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area, and any 

associated documents, may be obtained from the Department of Environmental Programs, Room 1306 

(3rd Floor) ‐ Government Center, One West Market Street, Snow Hill, Maryland.  These documents may 

be reviewed at the Department during the regular business hours of 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday 

through Friday (except Holidays).  Anyone having questions should contact Robert Mitchell, Director of 

Environmental Programs, at (410) 632‐1220, extension 1601. 

All interested citizens are encouraged to attend the hearing and express their views on the 

proposed Service Area.  Both written and oral testimony will be accepted. 

THE WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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RESOLUTION NO. 21 - 8 

RESOLUTION EXPANDING THE OCEAN PINES SANITARY SERVICE AREA 
FOR WAVE HOLDINGS, LLC 

            WHEREAS, the County Commissioners of Worcester County, Maryland (County 
Commissioners) established the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area in which all public water and 
sewer facilities serving the Ocean Pines community are owned and operated by the County 
Commissioners; and 

            WHEREAS, in accordance with the provisions of Section PW 5-305 of the Public Works 
Article of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland, the County 
Commissioners have received a petition filed by Hugh Cropper, IV, attorney, and John Salm, on 
behalf of Wave Holdings, LLC and Margaret Bunting, property owner, for expansion of the 
Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area to include the subject property located on the east side of 
Maryland Route 589 (Racetrack Road) north of the intersection with Gumpoint Road and south 
of the intersection with MD Route 90 (Ocean City Expressway), which will be delineated on 
service area maps adopted by the County Commissioners.  The sanitary service area expansion 
includes the entirety of the following property: Worcester County Tax Map 21, Parcel 72, Tax 
Account #03-011933 , located south and west of the current boundary of the Ocean Pines 
Sanitary Service Area; and 

            WHEREAS, the petitioners have proposed that the sanitary services for the expanded 
area be provided by the future purchase of additional equivalent dwelling units (EDUs) of 
wastewater treatment and public water capacity from the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area to 
serve future proposed development and that the sanitary facilities will consist of a private 
collections system and water distribution system on the property and an extension of these 
systems to a connection with the existing Ocean Pines collections system and distribution system 
infrastructure; and 

            WHEREAS, the request specifies that the construction of the facilities will begin after the 
Water and Sewer Plan amendment and the Service Area Expansion applications are approved 
and all other permits are issued; and  

            WHEREAS, the County Commissioners held a duly advertised public hearing on May 4, 
2021 to hear public comment on the proposed expansion of the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service 
Area; and 

            WHEREAS, as a result of their investigation and evaluation of the proposal in 
accordance with the provisions of Section PW 5-305 (Sanitary service areas, sub-areas and 
amendments) of the Code of Public Local Laws of Worcester County, Maryland the County 
Commissioners have determined that the proposed expansion of the service area is desirable and 
in the best interests of the comfort, convenience, health, safety and general welfare of the people 
who will be served by the facility as well as the best interests of public health, safety and welfare 
of the residents of the County in general, and that the facilities do not appear to be unduly 
detrimental to the environment of the County, and that the construction, operation, and design of 
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the facilities are in accordance with all required permits and applicable standards, and are 
feasible from both an engineering and economic standpoint. 

            NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Commissioners of Worcester 
County, Maryland that: 

1. The Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area is expanded to include the petitioned area
owned by Margaret Bunting for construction of the proposed future development
on the subject property located on the east side of Maryland Route 589 (Racetrack
Road) north of its intersection with Gum Point Road in Berlin, Maryland, as Tax
Map 21, Parcels 72, under Tax Account #: 03-011933, located south and west of
the current boundary of the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area, and as shown on
the service area map attached hereto; and

2. Sanitary services for the expanded service area will be provided by a future
purchase of equivalent dwelling units (EDUs) of potable water and sewerage
treatment capacity from the Ocean Pines Sanitary Service Area to serve the
proposed development, and the sanitary facilities will consist of private collection
and distribution infrastructure on the property extending along an approved route
and with approved materials for extension of these systems from the property to
the Ocean Pines collection and distribution lines, all of which will be constructed
by the developer and turned over to the County for operation.

            AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall take effect upon its 
passage. 

            PASSED AND ADOPTED this ______ day of __________________, 2021. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
ON THE PROGRESS OF 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAMS 
WORCESTER COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 
 

The County Commissioners of Worcester County, Maryland will conduct a Public Hearing to 
provide information on the progress of COVID Round 2 Grant.  Grant No. CV-2-17 which was 
funded under the Maryland Community Development Block Grant Program which is a federally 
funded program designed to assist governments with activities directed toward neighborhood 
and housing revitalization, economic development, and improved community facilities and 
services.  The hearing will be held on: 
 

TUESDAY, MAY 4, 2021 
AT  11 A.M. 

IN THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING ROOM 
ROOM 1101 – GOVERNMENT CENTER – ONE WEST MARKET STREET 

SNOW HILL, MARYLAND 21863 
 

 The purpose of the Public Hearing is to assess the program progress on the following 
CDBG grant received from the State of Maryland: 
 

CV-2-17 COVID Round 2 Grant Funding is being used by Diakonia, Inc. which is located 
at 12747 Old Bridge Road, Ocean City, Maryland for emergency rental assistance for up 
to six months for residents of Worcester County, Maryland that have been negatively 
impacted by loss of employment or reduction in hours as a result of the COVID 19 crisis.   

 
The total amount of the grant is $336,000 and the CDBG grant term is scheduled to end 
on December 31, 2021.  Diakonia, Inc. is currently utilizing funding from this grant 
project. 

 
 
Efforts will be made to accommodate the disabled and non-English speaking residents with 3 
business days advance notice to Weston Young, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer at 410-
632-1194. 

 
WORCESTER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To:      Harold Higgins, Weston Young  
From:      Tom Perlozzo, Melanie Pursel, Michele Burke‐ Office of Tourism and Economic Development 
Subject:    Agritourism Information – May 4th Work Session 
Date:    April 23, 2021 
 
Please find enclosed information associated with the request from Economic Development regarding agritourism.   
 
Mission and Directive: 
We understood that a major portion of Economic Development’s mission was to increase revenues and to find ways to create 
lasting enhancements for the southern portion of the county.  This is a perfect opportunity to allow the county to compete 
with surrounding counties throughout the state as well as our bordering states.  This is a value‐added agriculture opportunity 
for our farmers. The goal is to increase economic activity, attracting more and broader investment in Worcester County. 
 
Agritourism Vision for Maryland’s Coast: 
I wanted to put together what we envisioned how agritourism will improve our economy especially in the southern end of the 
county.  There are several real‐life examples that can help guide you with a decision. 
 
Let’s take a current example of a wedding at Castle Farms in Snow Hill since events was mentioned; 
 
200 Invited guests converge on Snow Hill promoting a scenic and rural wedding experience 
Some overnight stays for the wedding party at the local bed and breakfast, some extended vacations and excursions for guests 
starting at the Pocomoke River Canoe Company (canoes, fishing, paddleboats, etc.) All learning about Maryland’s Coast. 
Rehearsal Dinner on the Riverboat catered by a Snow Hill restaurant 
Wedding catered by a Snow Hill restaurant 
Flowers from Snow Hill Flower Shop 
Deserts for Wedding from Delveccio’s 
Dress/Tux rentals purchased from Scher’s Bridal Shop Pocomoke City 
Local photographer hired 
Beer or wine from on a farm distillery or winery served at the wedding 
Employment for staff 
Local music/entertainer hired 
Linen company hired 
 
I believe this is a fairly accurate understanding and not all inclusive of how a farm barn wedding venue opportunity can 
benefit our small towns.  Do I believe every farm, barn, etc. will get into this business?  No, but it gives them the ability to do 
so thus diversifying their business opportunities. This does not compete with “brick and mortar” businesses.  It enhances 
agritourism as a viable tourism solution for our agricultural businesses. Similar businesses like CVS and Rite Aid have no issues 
even building right next door to one another. 
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Lost Business: 
I thought I would continue the wedding theme and you my own personal experience with my youngest son, Tom and his now 
wife wanting to get married in a barn in Worcester County.  His mother and I went on a mission to find the opportunity to 
deliver their wishes and we wanted to stay within the county since we lived here and our families could take advantage of all 
of its offerings.  We toured Castle Farm and loved the venue.  Unfortunately, we were then told we needed to use a “tent” 
outside.  As you could guess, our kids did not like this.  To make a long story short we went to Delmar Maryland at Kyland 
Barn, 200 guests, all stayed in Salisbury, we used most everything from the Salisbury area.  The county lost all the tax 
revenues and support of small businesses with restrictions placed on this.  We did however use craft beer from Burley Oak but 
most everything else was not from the area.  This will be echoed to you by Catherine Casto of Castle Farm who in our opinion 
needs resolve. 
 
Grow & Fortify: 
Grow and Fortify represents value‐added agriculture throughout the state.  It’s Maryland based and a proven resource guiding 
town, county and state regulations.  They educate entrepreneurs and government officials and share their experiences and 
knowledge.  In addition, they advocate in Annapolis to assist the understanding, perceptions and regulations to help grow the 
agriculture business.  The link below provides an economic analysis of this opportunity: 
https://growandfortify.com/grow‐fortify‐releases‐maryland‐value‐added‐agriculture‐economic‐analysis/ 
 
Some facts/figures/economic impact: 
 
Craft brewing has taken flight across the nation, and with more and more breweries popping up across the U.S., it’s 
undeniable the business of brewing will only keep growing. Maryland is no stranger to this—according to the latest statistics 
from the Brewers Association, the state is home to more than 100 breweries at 2.5 breweries per capita, and two gallons of 
beer produced per person (21+, of course). One thing we know for sure is that Marylanders love their beer!  
 
“Our state breweries offer a unique experience for Maryland consumers and visitors alike,” said Maryland Commerce 
Secretary Kelly M. Schulz. “From producing top rated craft beverages, to providing job opportunities across the state, and 
becoming a key part of our local economy, breweries are a steadfast part of moving Maryland forward.”  
 
While the COVID‐19 pandemic has presented some challenges to this growing industry, Maryland breweries have risen to the 
occasion. Many of Maryland’s favorite breweries have come up with great alternatives such as providing online orders, 
delivery, curbside pick‐up and regulated onsite consumption. 

According to a recent study on the economic impact of agritourism in Maryland, Grow & Fortify and BEACON at Salisbury 
University found that a majority of agritourism activities in Maryland involve: festivals, fairs, farmers markets, farm stands, 
and farm visits. The study also found that Maryland hosts more than 30 agriculture‐related festivals and fairs that attract over 
a million visitors annually. These agritourism events generate over $162 million in economic impact and support over 1,000 
jobs that can be linked to value‐added agriculture. 

As Maryland farmers face a host of challenges, many have embraced agritourism as a way to diversify their operations, create 
additional revenue, and allow them to pass the farm down to the next generation. According to the most recent Census of 
Agriculture, Maryland had 295 farms that offered agritourism and recreational services in 2017. A majority of agritourism 
operations are on small farms ranging in 1 to 50 acres, making agritourism services critical to the longevity of many small 
family farms. 
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How does agritourism affect the economy of a county? Maryland’s Coast! 

Being located near natural amenities or in close proximity to other outdoor activities had a statistically significant positive 

impact on agritourism economic activity. Farms and ranches in more populated counties also earned more revenue, although 

farms in less populated counties were more likely to adopt agritourism. 

 
Counties with high agritourism activity may benefit from industry concentration, likely an effect of well‐established regional 
reputations. For example, visitors are more likely to visit known wine regions or agritourism farms near scenic byways in the 
county. Agritourism enterprises allow farms to diversify their core operations, add jobs for family members and others, and 
keep land in production while preserving scenic vistas, maintaining farming traditions, and educating non‐farmers about the 
importance of agriculture to a community’s economic base, quality of life, history and culture. Interest and demand for 
agricultural products and experiences by visitors and residents is high while price sensitivity is low, thus creating positive 
conditions for business success. 

 In many Northeast states, tourism is the first or second revenue‐generating source and agricultural operations are in the top 
ten. The economic impacts of blending tourism and agriculture have significant potential. In fact, culinary tourism and 
agritourism accounted for more than 50 percent of group tour operator inquiries at the American Bus Association’s  
Annual Conference. 
 
MDSB118 was passed into law in 2020. The State of Maryland recognizes the value and the industry and yet Worcester 
County has not and continues to enforce and endorse zoning code that isn’t designed to support todays Ag based business 
activities. Calvert county was most recently added this session (HB 801‐ Public Safety‐ Buildings Used for Agritourism), we 
hope to get Worcester added in 2022‐ we already have support from our legislators to introduce this. 
 
What can we do moving forward? Goals and suggestions. 
 
Goals: ● Ar culate through simplified code that farm alcohol producers, agritourism and value‐added agricultural operations 
are welcome; ● Simplify the code by combining brewing, winemaking, dis lla on into single defini on.  
 
Suggested Language ‐The State of Maryland has adopted the following definitions, which have formed the basis of other 
counties’ code:  

1. Alcohol Production: an activity that: is carried out by a license holder, as defined in Section 1‐101 of the alcoholic 
beverages article; and related to the manufacture, packaging, storage, promotion or sale of alcoholic beverages. 
Alcohol production includes the use of an area to: provide tastings of alcoholic beverages; or accommodate the 
license holder’s customers. NOTE: For non‐farm operations. Additional language may be added, as required.  
 

2. Agricultural Alcohol Production: an activity that is carried out by a license Holder as defined in Section 1‐ 101 of the 
alcoholic beverages article; and occurs on agricultural land, and is related to the manufacture, packaging, storage, 
promotion or sale of alcoholic beverages that use ingredients produced on the agricultural land or any associated 
agricultural land. Agricultural alcohol production includes the use of an area to: provide tastings of alcoholic 
beverages; or accommodate the license holder’s customers. NOTE: For on‐farm operations. Additional language may 
be added, as required. 
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3. Agritourism: an activity conducted on a farm that is offered to a member of the general public or to invited guests for 
the purpose of education, recreation, or active involvement in the farm operation. Agritourism includes: farm tours; 
hayrides; corn mazes; seasonal petting farms; farm museums; guest farms; pumpkin patches; “pick your own” or “cut 
your own” produce; classes related to agricultural products or skills; and picnic and party/event facilities offered in 
conjunction with any agritourism activity. NOTE: We recommend adding “events to promote products produced by 
the farm”.  
 

4. Added conditions may include:  

a. All outdoor amplified music shall end by a certain time;  

b. Overnight events are prohibited; c. Offer a one‐time Zoning Certificate before holding farm‐based craft beverage 

promotional event(s) that may be withdrawn or suspended due to noncompliance;  

d. Complaints from the community, such as noise ordinance violations or other actions resulting in violations of 

county rules and regulations, may result in the suspension of the Zoning Certificate;  

e. Penalties for violations of these restrictions may be imposed in accordance with § 1‐1‐9 of the County Code; and  

f. Compliance with applicable life safety and Health Department rules and regulations is required.  

 

5. Other items that need to be addressed:  

a. Acreage minimums;  

b. What constitutes a farm building vs. commercial building;  

c. Comprehensive listing of zones where uses are allowed;  

d. Streamlined process for approval, as many agricultural producers are not using engineers/architects/attorneys;  

e. Building code exemption for buildings used for agritourism. 
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HOUSE BILL 801 
E4, L2, M4 1lr2143 

By: Delegate Clark 

Introduced and read first time: January 29, 2021 

Assigned to: Environment and Transportation 

Committee Report: Favorable 

House action: Adopted 

Read second time: March 7, 2021 

CHAPTER ______ 

AN ACT concerning 1 

Calvert County – Public Safety – Buildings Used for Agritourism 2 

FOR the purpose of adding Calvert County to the list of counties where an existing 3 

agricultural building used for agritourism is not considered a change of occupancy 4 

that requires a building permit under certain circumstances; and generally relating 5 

to buildings used for agritourism in Calvert County.  6 

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 7 

Article – Public Safety 8 

Section 12–508 9 

Annotated Code of Maryland 10 

(2018 Replacement Volume and 2020 Supplement) 11 

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, 12 

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows: 13 

Article – Public Safety 14 

12–508. 15 

(a) (1) In this section, “agricultural building” means a structure designed and 16 

constructed to house farm implements, hay, grain, poultry, livestock, or other horticultural 17 

products. 18 

(2) “Agricultural building” does not include a place of human residence.19 
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 (b) This section applies only to: 1 

 

  (1) Allegany County, Anne Arundel County, Baltimore County, Calvert 2 

County, Carroll County, Cecil County, Charles County, Dorchester County, Frederick 3 

County, Garrett County, Harford County, Howard County, Kent County, Montgomery 4 

County, Prince George’s County, St. Mary’s County, Somerset County, and Talbot County; 5 

or 6 

 

  (2) a county where the local legislative body has approved the application 7 

of this section to the county. 8 

 

 (c) The Standards do not apply to the construction, alteration, or modification of 9 

an agricultural building for which agritourism is an intended subordinate use. 10 

 

 (d) Except as provided in subsection (e) and (f) of this section, an existing 11 

agricultural building used for agritourism is not considered a change of occupancy that 12 

requires a building permit if the subordinate use of agritourism: 13 

 

  (1) is in accordance with limitations set forth in regulations adopted by the 14 

Department; 15 

 

  (2) occupies only levels of the building on which a ground level exit is 16 

located; and 17 

 

  (3) does not require more than 50 people to occupy an individual building 18 

at any one time. 19 

 

 (e) In Allegany County, Anne Arundel County, Baltimore County, CALVERT 20 

COUNTY, Carroll County, Cecil County, Garrett County, Howard County, Kent County, 21 

Prince George’s County, and St. Mary’s County, an existing agricultural building used for 22 

agritourism is not considered a change of occupancy that requires a building permit if: 23 

 

  (1) the subordinate use of agritourism does not require more than 200 24 

people to occupy an individual building at any one time; and 25 

 

  (2) the total width of means of egress meets or exceeds the International 26 

Building Code standard that applies to egress components other than stairways in a 27 

building without a sprinkler system. 28 

 

 (f) (1) In Montgomery County, an existing agricultural building used for 29 

agritourism is not considered a change of occupancy that requires a building permit as 30 

provided in this subsection. 31 

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection, if the 32 

subordinate use of agritourism does not require more than 50 people to occupy an individual 33 

building at any one time, then that use must be: 34 
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   (i) in accordance with limitations established by the Department; 1 

and 2 

 

   (ii) limited to levels of the building on which a ground level exit is 3 

located. 4 

 

  (3) If the subordinate use of agritourism requires more than 50 people but 5 

fewer than 100 people to occupy an individual building at any one time, then that use must 6 

be: 7 

 

   (i) in accordance with the requirements in paragraph (2) of this 8 

subsection; and 9 

 

   (ii) the total width and number of means of egress must meet or 10 

exceed the International Building Code standard that applies to egress components other 11 

than stairways in a building without a sprinkler system. 12 

 

 (g) An agricultural building used for agritourism: 13 

 

  (1) shall be structurally sound and in good repair; but 14 

 

  (2) need not comply with: 15 

 

   (i) requirements for bathrooms, sprinkler systems, and elevators set 16 

forth in the Standards; or 17 

 

   (ii) any other requirements of the Standards or other building codes 18 

as set forth in regulations adopted by the Department. 19 

 

 (h) The Department shall adopt regulations to implement this section. 20 

 

 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect 21 

October 1, 2021. 22 

 

 

 

Approved: 

________________________________________________________________________________  

           Governor. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

         Speaker of the House of Delegates. 

________________________________________________________________________________  

                 President of the Senate. 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:    Worcester County Commissioners 
FROM:   Weston S. Young, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer 
DATE:    April 27, 2021 
RE:    Work Session on Broadband 

At the April 20, 2021 Commissioners’ Meeting, it was requested to have a work session 
to discuss the presentations received by Talkie and Choptank.  
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Broadband Public‐Private 
Partnership Discussion

Presented by
Mike Malandro
President & CEO
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Choptank Electric 
by the Numbers

• 55,188 Membership Accounts

• Incorporated in 1938

• ~$450 Million Assets

• ~$150 Million Annual Revenue

• ~3.8 Million Paid in Personal Property
Taxes Annually ($550K in Worcester)

• Operating in All Nine Eastern Shore
Counties

• Governed by Board of Ten Directors
Elected by Members

• 600+ Miles of Fiber Optic Backbone
Facilities

• Members Voted 97.7% for Member
Regulation in August 2020
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Choptank Fiber Business Update
• Website launched with initial build areas
• First customers connected April 2021
• Dropped out of FCC RDOF auction due

to economics
• Still committed to serving underserved

Choptank members in 10 years
• Working with counties on Public‐Private

Partnership opportunities
• Pursuing all reasonable funding options

to escalate project schedule
• Already have fiber inventory and in

manufacturer’s production schedule –
Long Lead Time on Materials (Up to 1Yr)

• Still committed to “No Home Left
Behind”

Product Offering
Up to 100 Mbps $84.95/month
Up to 250 Mbps $99.95/month
Up to 1,000 Mbps (1 Gig) $139.95/month
No data caps.  Same speed upload & download.
Visit www.choptankfiber.com for more information.
Fiber to the Home (FTTH)
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County Conversation 
Action Items

• Present a three‐year business model for
delivering broadband to 6,400
underserved County residents

• Put forth Choptank’s recommended model
for delivering broadband to more County
residents
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The Three‐Year Business 
Model

Project Cost Details
• 6,400 total underserved – 3,400

Choptank Members
• Total project $37M
• Distribution construction $30M
• Cost of customer installs and equipment

~ $7M – Varies based on take rate (50%
assumed)

• Choptank leverages existing backbone
for cost savings

• Agree with CTC study – Choptank used
actual historical construction costs for
business model

• Third party conducted feasibility study
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The Three‐Year Business 
Model

Partnership Details
• To meet three‐year timeline – turnkey

project
• Choptank will provide oversight and

project management
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Choptank Preferred Model

Partnership Details
• Beginning of each year – County determines funding goal
• Choptank plans and allocates resources based on anticipated
support

• On average, $1,000,000 = 200 actual connected customers not
passings

• County would pay AFTER the connection is active
• Nominal up‐front obligation by County
• Limited risk for County – County provides connection support
only for actual connections
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Questions?
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WORCESTER
COUNTY

Fiber Deployment
April 6th 2021
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• 366 Miles Backbone

• 630 Total Fiber Miles
(not including house drops)

Talkie Fiber Path

ITEM
 16

16 - 11



MDBC Backbone 
(red)

Areas without Internet
(based on CTC Study)
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• Year 1 Pink  2500 Homes

• Year 2 Yellow 2000 Homes

• Year 3 Green 1600 Homes

First 6 months
1) Purchase Building
2) Setup 2 Remote Cabinets & Build Out

Central office
• MDBC for Splice Points

3) Start the Permit Process
4) Start Construction

Months 6- 18
1) Complete Pink Areas
2) Start Construction on Yellow Areas by

Month 12

Months 19- 36
1) Complete Yellow Areas
2) Start Construction on Green Areas by

Month 19
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16 Fiber Technicians
65 Construction
3 Fiber Splicers
5 Central office Technicians
8 Fiber Cable Installers
3 Maintenance Technicians

Local Jobs
100 Total + 

Jobs Created 
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Items not included in the budget to be paid by Talkie

• Buildout of the Central Office    $700,000
• 2 Remote Fiber Cabinets $500,000
• 30 Ford Trucks $1,050,000
• Customer Drops and CPE $5,850,000
• Splice Cases $94,500

• Maintenance of Fiber Network  $400,000
• Miss Utility Locates $120,000
• Equipment Replacement Fund  $190,000

Over 25 Years $17,750,000 Cost to maintain the fiber network.
Free Internet essential locations 20 Years. $62,395 per location $811,135

Yearly expenses

Startup expenses 
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Proposal
Talkie will build and maintain the Fiber network in 3 years or less with the assistance of county 
Funding. Talkie will own the Fiber Network and will maintain the network at our cost. 

Talkie will lease the Dark Fiber.

12 Fiber’s will be for county use.
Value $18,757,500 over 25 years

Talkie will provide Essential locations Gig 
internet at no cost for 20 years

Not limited to: Pocomoke Fire * Pocomoke EMS * Pocomoke Police *Stockton Fire 
*Girdletree Fire * Berlin Fire *Berlin Police * Newark Fire *Showell Fire * Snow Hill Police
* Snow Hill Fire *Ocean Pines Police *Ocean Pines Fire

DOIT Rates as of 2019. $150.00 per mile + $250 Annual 
Maintenance Cost Per Mile

100% of the residents on the CTC Study Will be 
eligible for service after the 3 year construction is complete.
Construction will start in 30 Days after funding.
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